CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS (DUBLIN). 



//</- 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 28 June 1842 ;—for. 




COPIES of the Reports of George Nicholls, Esq. one of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, to the Right Hon. Lord Eliot, bearing date 19 May 1842, 
on the following Institutions in Dublin receiving Grants from the Public 
Funds; viz. 

1. — Foundling Hospital, Dublin. 

2. — House of Industry, Dublin. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 29 June 1842. 



1.— FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, DUBLIN. 



(No. 148. M/42.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord, 19 May l 842. 

I N conformity with your request, I now beg to submit, for your Lordship’s infor- 
mation, the following. Report upon the Dublin Foundling Hospital. * 

This institution was established in 1 704. Admission for many years was 
given, without payment or inquiry, to children from all parts of Ireland. The 
number thus admitted varied annually from 1,500 to 2,000, which was the number 
in 1 822. In that year an Act was passed, requiring that a deposit of 5 l. should 
be made with each child, the effect of which provision was to reduce the admis- 
sions to below 500. 

The Committee of the House of Commons, which sat in 1829, on the Irish 
Miscellaneous Estimates, recommended that no admissions should be allowed after 
January 1830, in pursuance of which recommendation the admission of children 
ceased m 1831 ; but the number previously admitted was so great, that the indi- 
viduals reared and still supported by the institution, form a considerable body of 
dependants. 

These individuals are divided into four classes: 1. Children at nurse in the 
country ; 2. Children in course of being apprenticed, or under medical treatment 
in the hospital ; 3. Adults on the invalid list ; 4. Apprentices. 

The numbers of these classes respectively, on the 1 2th February, in the years 
1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842, are given in the following Table : 



Foundling Hospital. 



— 


1839. 


1840. j 1841. 


1842. 


Class 1 - 


1,503 


1,315 1,104 


846 




46 


12 18 


31 




210 


219 221 


211 




2,096 


1,832 j 1,606 


1,210 


Totals - - 


3,855 


3,378 | 2,949 


2,298 



389. A It 
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It is only the children who constitute the second of these classes that are inmates 
of the hospital ; the children at nurse, and the invalids, are in the country ; the 
apprentices are either in town or in the country. Such had been the case for some 
time before the passing of the Irish Poor Relief Act, under which arises the 
connexion of the Poor Law Commissioners with the institution. 

The sum expended in the maintenance and management of the children and 
others comprised in the foregoing Table was as follows during the years ended 
31st March 1839, *840, and 1841 : 

£. s. d. 

1839 ------ 11,498 19 6 

1840 ------ 10,364 18 7 

18 4 1 - 9,963 15 3 

And the estimated expenditure for the years ending respectively 31st March 
1 842 and 1 843, is 

£. s. d. 

18 42 9,671 15 3 

*843 ------ 8,377 10 6 



The principal heads of expenditure, as shown by the annual Estimates, are the 
following : — 



Apprentice Fees. 

Fees in lieu of Clothing for Apprentices. 
Premiums for faithful Service as Appren- 
tices. 

Nurses in the Country. 

Adult Invalids. 

Travelling Expenses for Children. 
Inspectors. 



Clothing for Children and Invalids. 
Retired Allowances. 

Salaries. 

Medicine, Diet, and Miscellaneous 
Expenses of the Hospital. 

Repairs of Buildings. 

House-rent. 



The institution derives its funds, with the exception of 85/. is. 10 d., being 
rent arising from an estate supposed to have been granted by the Dublin Corpo- 
ration, from an annual grant by Parliament, corning under the provisions of the 
34th section of the i & 2 Viet. c. 56. It vested in the Poor Law Commissioners 
on the declaration of the South Dublin Union, on the 10th June 1839. 

The Commissioners have made no other changes in the system under which 
the institution was previously managed, than such as were necessarily consequent 
upon the conversion of the Foundling Hospital buildings into the workhouse of 
the Union. A small portion only of those extensive buildings being at that time 
occupied for the purpose of the Foundling Hospital, it was determined, with the 
sanction and approval of the Government, to make provision elsewhere for that 
institution, so as to prevent, as far as possible, any delay in administering relief to 
the destitute poor. Suitable premises were accordingly found in Cork-street, and 
they were demised to the Poor Law Commissioners for seven years, and such 
further period as the Commissioners might require, at a yearly rent of 170/. 
The sum of 400/. was applied to the repairing and adaptation of these premises, 
and in the month of March 1840, such of the foundlings as were at that time 
inmates of the hpspital, together with the officers of the establishment, were trans- 
ferred to them ; and the business has been from that time carried on therein, and 
will probably continue to be so until the final extinction of the hospital, under the 
34th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. All the arrangements connected with 
the removal of the hospital from the original premises to Cork-street, and the 
views of the Commissioners in making those arrangements, are detailed in the Sixth 
Annual Report of the Commissioners, and in the Reports of the Assistant-Com- 
missioners, Mr. Earle and Mr. Hall, appended thereto. 

The Foundling Hospital is managed, subject to the general superintendence of 
the Poor Law Commissioners, by 1 2 governors, appointed and incorporated under 
5 ° 9 eo - 3 ) c. 192. Vacancies int his body are filled up by the surviving or con- 
tinuing governors, who elect, subject to the approval of the Lord Lieutenant. The 
governors hold monthly meetings, and oftener should business arise to require it; 
they give orders for all purchases, except provisions, and .for all payments. 
Cheques, drawn on the Bank of Ireland, by two governors, are payable when coun- 
tersigned by the Poor Law Commissioner resident in Ireland. The accounts are 
examined and audited annually, before they are transmitted to the Audit Office, 
by an Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, whose duty it is occasionally to visit the 

institution. 
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institution. The governors are unpaid. The paid officers are nine in number • 
their othces and salaries are as follows : 

Paymaster, registrar, and secretary 



Surgeon - 
Paymaster’s clerk 
Foundling clerk 
Matron - 
Female servant 
Porter 

Two messengers and labourers, at 10/. each - 
Four inspectors, at 75 1. each, two of whom are the 
paymaster and surgeon - 



£. 

214 



150 

105 



Housekeeper 
Collector 
Ditto - 
Chaplain 
Housekeeper 
Providore 
Orderly master 
Schoolmistress 
Infirmary matron 
Porter - 
Boys’ attendant 
Dry nurse - 



£. s. 
67 14 



• T} Com “ lss T lers have made no change in the system pursued towards the 
children and others dependent on the institution. The children are usually 
apprenticed in their 14 th or 15 th year ; the boys are bound for a period varying 
from four to seven years, the girls from three to five. At the expiration ofrteS 
apprenticeship they receive a small reward, if their conduct has merited it ; and 
mtitution ™ 3 I ’“ 5 ' ment tlle y are considered as no longer belonging to the 

The invalid class consists of those foundlings who are permanently disabled 
from getting their own living ; of these many are blind, some crippled, others fre 

inThe country^ W, ‘ h ’ “ ** are deaf 1 “ d <*“"*■ They are quartered 

An ‘ ns P ectI ™ of aIi ‘he dependants on the institution is made every year when 
such of the children as require it are brought to Dublin for medical treatment and 
are then temporarily maintained in the hospital 

h.’Sf- w7 ing f0m,S ^ a PP CDdad ‘hi* Report, as explanatory of the system 
by which the proper tteatment of tlie children and apprentices is secured! and 
imposition guarded against. ’ 

Certificate by minister or curate, for nurse to obtain wages for foundlings 
Certificate by minister, of the death and burial of a foundling at nurse, 
summons to a nurse to produce a child at the hospital. 

A 2 Certificate 



Foundling Hospital. 



- - Coals, candles, and 
apartments. 
Won-resident. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

Apartments, &e. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



. These officers were all employed at the time when the institution became vested 
m the Poor Law Commissioners. The surgeon and paymaster’s clerk were at that 
tune resident officers ; but as it appeared unnecessary to continue them as such 
the salary of the one was raised from tool, to 150 1., and of the other from Sol. 
to 105 L, m pursuance of a resolution to that effect, passed by the governors at a 
special meeting. No other alteration in the salaries, emoluments, or lumber of the 

paid officers has been made by the Poor Law Commissioners 

there are 12 annuitants on the institution, whose office, age, length of service 
and amount of annuity, are as follows : ° * 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 



REPORTS OF GEORGE NICHOLLS, ESQ. 



Certificate by minister, to obtain wages for the care of an adult invalid. 

Foundling Hospital. Notice, containing the terms on which children are apprenticed. 

Form of application for an apprentice. 

Indenture, binding a girl to a master. 

Certificate by a minister, for clothing allowance to master of an apprentice. 
Certificate by a minister, that an apprentice has merited a premium at the 
expiration of the apprenticeship. 

Instructions to inspectors of the foundling children and apprentices. 

I have, &c. 

To the Right hon. Lord Eliot, (signed) Geo. Nicholls. 

&c. &c. &c. 



FORM of Certificate to obtain Wages for Foundling Children at Nurse in the Country. 

Parish of : Post town 

I certify that nurse has in every respect taken good care of the foundling 

children hereinafter named ; viz. 

Name marked 

Name marked 

Name marked 

Name marked 

That she and her husband are in possession at present of acres of ground ; have 

cows, and a clean comfortable house ; and that she has strictly conformed to the 
regulations of the hospital with regard to said child or children ; I therefore recommend 
her for the gratuity granted by the governors, and that said child or children be con- 

tinued in her care, except such as are of the proper age to be drafted into the hospital. 

Dated this day of 183 . 

Minister or Curate. 

Note. — If any particular remarks or observations are made, it is requested that this cer- 
tificate may be sealed. The foregoing will answer for all children in the nurse’s care, pro- 
vided their names, &c. are inserted in the blanks left for that purpose, except such as are 
out for the benefit of their health, for each of whom a separate certificate will be required. 



Parish of . No. 

I hereby certify that the foundling child, marked , and named , 

entrusted to nurse , of the above parish, died on the day of 

183 , was buried in the churchyard of the parish of , according to the form of 

the Established Church, and (as far as 1 can ascertain) the death of the child was not occa- 
sioned by any neglect on the part of the nurse. 

Dated at * , this day of 183 . 

Minister. 



I also certify that the above-named nurse brought the said foundling child to the dispen- 
sary for medical advice, and that the child died of 

Dated at , this day of 183 . 

Medical Attendant. 



Foundling Hospital. 



of , 

, marked , 

183 , and you will take notice 



Dublin, day of 183 . Nurse 

You are hereby required to bring to the hospital 
on or before , the day of 

that all wages will positively cease from the above day. 

In case of your not complying with this order, proceedings will be taken to enforce the 
restoration of the child or children ; but in the event of your punctual attendance on the day 
required, in addition to the wages due, the sum of 5 s. will be paid for each of the aforesaid 
foundlings brought ta the hospital by you, as a compensation for travelling expenses. 

By order. 

Registrar. 

For nurse 

To the care of the Rev. 
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FORM of Certificate to obtain Wages for Grown Persons on the Invalid List, belonging 
to the Foundling Hospital. 

I certify that I have frequently seen and examined into the conduct and morals of 
, belonging to the Foundling Hospital, who is entrusted to the care of 
of the parish of ; the above invalid is well conducted, and has regularly at- 

tended church on Sundays. The nurse has discharged her duty very faithfully, and has, in 
my opinion, in every respect complied with the regulations of the hospital. 

Dated at , this day of 183 . 

Minister. 



Foundling Hospital, Dublin. 

24 March 1834. 

The governors of the Foundling Hospital wishing to afford additional encouragement to 
respectable Protestant farmers, artizans, 2cc. to apply speedily for apprentices, hereby give 
notice that they are authorized by His Majesty’s Government to offer the following terms 
to such persons as may be approved of : — 

1 . The child will be comfortably clothed on being sent out. 

2. £.1 will be given in hand after the indentures shall have been signed. 

3. £. 1 will be given at the end of each of the first four years (provided the master con- 
form to the regulations of the hospital), which money is to be expended in clothing the 
apprentice. 

The governors meet on the first Thursday in each month, at 12 o’clock, to grant appren- 
tices, and all applications must be lodged at the hospital on or before the Wednesday . 
preceding. 



Foundling Hospital, 49, Cork-street, Dublin. 

FORM of Application for an Apprentice. 

Cj" It is earnestly requested by the governors, that whenever an application shall be made 
for an apprentice from the country, it may be accompanied with a sealed private letter from 
the minister of the parish in which the applicant resides, addressed to the Rev. James Aickin, 
registrar, setting forth his or her circumstances, moral and religious character, and such 
other particulars as do not appear in this certificate, and which it may be desirable that the 
governors should know confidentially. 

N. li . — Without such letter no apprentice can be granted. 

We do hereby certify, each of us, from his own knowledge, that [ state the applicant’s name in 
full] is a Protestant, is married to a Protestant, is sober, honest, and industrious, and does 
not retail malt or spirituous liquors ; that he is a [state trade or occupation], and is able to 
maintain and instruct an apprentice ; that he has already had [state the number of appren- 
tices] apprentices from the hospital, whom he and his wife invariably treated with kindness, 
and with due regard to their religious instruction. Said apprentices have conducted them- 
selves [whether with propriety or otherwise]- 

The applicant does reside, and has resided [length of residence] years at [townland], in the 
parish of [name of parish], post-town [name of post town], and county of [name of county], 
and occupies [number of acres] acres of land, and wants [whether male or female wanted ], 
boy girl out of the Foundling Hospital, as an apprentice for a [trade or business]. 

Dated this day of 184 . 

Minister or Curate. 

Churchwardens. 

Name and Residence of nearest Magistrate. 

N . B. — Every certificate must be signed by the minister and churchwardens of the parish 
where the person wanting an apprentice resides, and the blanks filled up in the hand- 
writing of the minister or curate who signs the certificate. 

The governors earnestly request that the ministers and churchwardens will be very cautious 
what certificates they sign. 

The governors meet on the first Thursday in each month, at 12 o’clock, to grant appren- 
tices. Applications cannot be attended to, unless lodged with the registrar on the first 
Wednesday in each month. 



Girl to a Master. 

This Indenture, made the day of , in the year of our Lord 18 , 

between the governors of the workhouse and Foundling Hospital in Dublin, on the behalf 
ot » a g irl °f the age of years or thereabouts, belonging to said institution 

3o9* A3 of 



Foundling Hospital. 
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1 . of the workhouse and Foundling Hospital in Dublin, of the first part, the said 

Foundling Hospital, of the second part, and , of the third part, witnesseth that the said 

> by and with the consent and approbation of the said governors, doth put 

herself apprentice to the said , and doth covenant and agree to dwell with 

him as an apprentice, and him to serve from the day of the date of these presents until the 
full end and term of seven years from henceforth, be fully completed and ended • and 
during which time she the said apprentice her said master shall and will faithfully serve 
his secrets keep, and lawful commands everywhere gladly do ; and will not do any damage 
or mjury to her said master, nor see any done by others, but to the utmost of her power 
will prevent such damage or injury being done, and forthwith inform and give warning to her 
said master of the same; that she will not waste the goods, property, or effects of her said 
master, nor give or lend them unlawfully to any person or persons whatsoever ; and will not 
contract matrimony within the said term; and will not do any hurt to her said master, nor 
cause or procure any to be done by others ; that she will not play at cards, dice, tables, or 
any other unlawful games, whereby her said master may have loss with his own or other 
persons goods during the said term ; and that she will not buy nor sell without the leave of 
her said master ; nor haunt nor use taverns, alehouses, playhouses, or dancing places nor 
absent herself from his service day or night unlawfully; but in all things as an honest 
and faithful apprentice shall and will behave herself towards her said master and all his 
family, during the said term. And the said master doth hereby covenant and ao-ree 
with the said governors of the said workhouse and Foundling Hospital in Dublin, and 
also with the said apprentice, that he the said master shall and will, during the said 
term of seven years, by the best way and means he can, or that shall be in his power, 
teach and instruct, or cause to be taught and instructed, his said apprentice in the art 
or mystery of , and that without harshness or severity, or 

misapplication of her time to other pursuits, purposes or matters ; and that he shall and will 
provide for, and find unto his said apprentice, proper and sufficient meat, drink, apparel, and 
-lodging, and all other necessaries befitting such an apprentice, during the said term, according 
to the custom of the town or country where he now resides, or in which he shall or may 
hereafter reside during the said term ; and also, that he the said master shall and will pay- 
particular attention to the conduct, morals, and behaviour of his said apprentice ; and fur- 
ther, that the said master shall take care that the said apprentice shall read the Holy 
-Bible, and repeat the Church Catechism frequently ; and shall send or take said apprentice 
to attend Divine service at some Protestant church on every Sunday, or at least every alter- 
nate Sunday, and also to the Sunday school every Sunday during her apprenticeship, if the 
health of his said apprentice shall permit; and also that he the said master shall and will at 
least once m everv year, if required by the said governors, or their registrar or chaplain 
attend himself and produce the said apprentice with this indenture, if the said master shall 
be resident within three miles of the Castle of the city of Dublin, before the said governors 
or their registrar or chaplain, but if the said master be resident upwards of three miles from 
the said city of Dublin, then before the Protestant officiating minister of the parish where the 
said master shall reside, that an examination and investigation may be made into the 
conduct of him the said master towards his said apprentice, and his treatment of her, and 
the steps he has taken to cause her to lead a pious, modest, chaste, and virtuous life, and of 
her behaviour to her said master; and that upon such examinations and investigation, 
whether made by the said governors or any of them, or reported to them by the said minister, 
the said governors shall and may make such orders or determinations thereon as to them 
shall seem meet with respect to the said master and apprentice ; which orders or determina- 
tions shall he adhered to and be conclusive to said master and apprentice respectively. And 
the said master doth hereby further promise, covenant, grant, and agree to and with the said 
governors, that he the said master shall not nor will transfer, assign, or make over this inden- 
ture, or the said apprentice, to any person or persons whatsoever, without the consent in 
writing ot the governors of the said hospital and workhouse for the time bein^ for that 
purpose first had and obtained, either under their seal or seals, or testified under the hand of 
their registrar. And the said master doth hereby further covenant, promise, and agree to 
and with said governors of the said workhouse and Foundling Hospital in Dublin that 
in caseof the breach or non-perfomiance efthe covenants or agreements aforesaid, on the 
part and behalf of the said master, for and in case and by reason of every such breach or 
non-performance of any of the aforesaid covenants or agreements on the part or behalf of the 
said master, the said master shall be, and be deemed and taken to be indebted unto the said 
governors and their successors in the full and just sum of 5 l. sterling, of lawful money of 
this united Kingdom, such debt to stand and be in lieu and bar of any damages for the 
breach of such covenant or agreement, and in bar of any action of covenant thereon, and to 
be recovered by civil bill for debt, or in the nature of an action for the said debt to be brought 
m the name of the governors of the workhouse and Foundling Hospital in Dublin for the time 
bang against the said master, in the proper court, within whose j urisdiction the said master 
shall reside or he, or before any court, mayor, recorder, seneschal, or magistrate or ma°is- 
trates having competent jurisdiction to hear and determine on such civil bills, and to make 
decrees or orders for payment, and to issue warrants thereon against the said master. In 
witness whereof the said governors have caused their common seal to be hereunto affixed, 
and the said apprentice and master have hereunto put their hands and seals, the day and year 
nrst in these presents written. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
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Foundling Hospital, 49, Cork-street, Dublin. 

Certificate for Clothing Allowance granted to Apprentices at the end of each of the first 
four Years of their Apprenticeship. 

(This Form to be used for such as were apprenticed after 5th February 1834.) 

I hereby certify that I hare seen , apprenticed by the governors of the Found- 
ling Hospital, on the day of 183 , to of and 

have personally examined into the conduct of the master (or mistress) towards said appren- 
tice, and also into the conduct and morals of said apprentice, and do state, for the informa- 
tion of the governors, that the said master (or mistress) appears to me to have paid proper 
attention to the said apprentice, who is now supplied with the following articles of clothing 
which appear to be in good condition ; viz. 

If a Female Apprentice, 

One frock, One pair of stockings, 

Two bibs. One cloak. 

One pair of shoes. One bonnet. 

If a Male Apprentice, 

One pair of shoes. 

One pair of trowsers. One pair of stockings. 

One coat. One hat or cap. 

One waistcoat, 



Two shifts. 

One petticoat. 

One under-petticoat, 



Two shirts, 



I also certify that said apprentice has conducted himself (or herself) and 

has regularly attended Divine service at the parish church of , and that, in 

my opinion, the said master (or mistress) is entitled to the allowance granted in lieu of 
dothmg for apprentices, at the expiration of the year of his or her apprenticeship, 

and that the annexed receipt has been signed in my presence bv 

Dated this day of 184 . 

, Minister of the Parish of 

The master does not appear in person, he authorizes to receive the money. 

(signed) , Minister. 

^ B.— Masters or mistresses are bound to provide proper apparel, and all other neces- 
saries befitting an apprentice ; and in breach or non-performance of that or anv other cove- 
nant, they are subject to a penalty of 5 1 , 

Clergymen are particularly requested to observe that money cannot be remitted by nost 
from the Foundling Hospital. J r 

Payment will not be made unless the clergyman certifies that all the foregoing articles 
are m reasonably good condition. & 



You are requested not to make any observation on either the back or front of this receipt. 



Recei ved from the governors of the Foundling Hospital one pound, being the 
hospital l0WanCe graUted in lieu of clotllin £ for , apprenticed to me from said 

Witness present. Signature of Master. 



I certify that I have 
Hospital to 

between them, dated the 



County 

apprenticed by the governors of the Foundling 



, of the parish of , and have seen the indentures 

day of 183 , and have personally examined into 

«ic cunuuct ami uiorais oi ihe said apprentice ; and do state, for the information of the Go- 
vernors, that the said apprentice hath, in my opinion, faithfully fulfilled the conditions of 
tne said indenture, and has regularly attended Divine service at the parish church of 
> I hereby recommend for the premium granted to ap- 
prentices on serving their time. r 

Minister of the Parish of 

t» i j i - , Post Town, 

Dated this day of 184 . 



389. 



Foundling Hospital. 
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I . 

Foundling Hospital. Instructions to Inspectors of Foundling Children at Nurse, and Apprenticed in the 
Country. 

1. That district books be kept by each inspector, according to the form now prepared for 
that purpose, the second, third, fourth, and fifth columns to be filled from the books of the 
institution previous to the inspector’s departure on his tour. 

2. A separate book to be kept for reporting on the state of the apprentices in each 

district. rr 

3. That the inspector be most particular in ascertaining the identity of each child, by 
seeing that the mark on its arm corresponds with the letter and number entered in’ his 
book ; and where that is effaced, by such other means as may seem to him most effectual ; 
and that he avail himself as far as possible of the kind co-operation of the clergymen of 
the several parishes of his district for this purpose, as well as to afford him such useful in- 
formation as could not be acquired by other means. 

4. That the inspector be directed in each case to make particular inquiry as to the child’s 

general health and conduct, whether it has been attacked with any disorder since the period 
of the last inspection ; if so, has medical assistance been sought for, and with what effect 
and from what quarter? ’ 

5. Ihe inspector is to recommend the transfer of children, if badly treated ; also to state 

the names of such children as are fit to be apprenticed, and such individuals as ought to be 
removed from the invalid establishment, either from restored health, bad conduct, or anv 
other cause. J 

6. Immediately after the examination of each child, the inspector shall sign and date the 
form of certificate, recommending that the nurse be paid her wages ; the Foundling clerk’s 
certificate (A) and his own (B) to be transmitted to the hospital as speedily as possfble after 
signature. The receipt (C) filled up with the sum due to the nurse and the clergyman’s 
certificate (D) are both to be given to the nurse, with instructions to her to sign the receipt 
m the presence of the clergyman, at any time that she shall think proper either to present 
it herself for payment, or to appoint any other person to receive the same for her (such ap- 
pointment to be verified by the signature of the clergyman of the parish) ; and that when- 
ever she, or the person so authorized by her, shall present such receipt and certificate at the 
hospital upon any week-day (Thursdays excepted) after Monday, 11th August, between the 
hours of 10 and 3, the money shall be paid. 

7. That the inspector, on his return from his tour, do make affidavit that he has actually 
seen and himself carefully examined each child reported on in his district book, also that he 
has visited the residences of the several nurses with whom the children reported on are lo- 
cated, and that the report which he has made is strictly correct, according to the best of 
his judgment and belief. 

8. Any inspector who shall appear to have been guilty of improper conduct in the exe- 
cution of his duty, so as to forfeit the good opinion of the Board, will be liable to have the 
whole of his salary and allowances withheld, or such part as the governors may deem the 
circumstances of the case to require, and will not again be employed in the service of the 
institution. 

By order, 

Foundling Hospital, Dublin, J . Akki Registrar. 

28 June 1834. 0 



2.— HOUSE OF INDUSTRY, DUBLIN. 



I louse of Industry. 



My Lord, 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
19 May 1842. 



In obedience to your Lordship’s request, I now beg to submit the followino- 
Report on the Dublin House of Industry : 



The institutions comprised under this designation, up to the period of the decla- 
ration of the workhouses of the two Dublin Unions, consisted of, 1st, An Asylum 
for Aged and Infirm Poor Persons ; 2d, An Asylum for Incurable Lunatics ; 
3d, The Hardwieke Fever Hospital ; 4th, The Whitworth Hospital for Chronic 
Diseases; 5th, The Richmond Surgical Hospital; 6th, The Talbot Dispensary; 
and all these, on the 10th June 1839, became vested in the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, under the provisions of the 34th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, the 
North Dublin Union having been declared on that day. 



That portion of the House of Industry which comprised the asylum for the aged 
and infirm, and the asylum for the lunatics, was by the Poor Law Commissioners 

appropriated 
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appropriated as the workhouse of the North Dublin Union, and was declared to be 
htior the reception of destitute poor on the 25th March 1840. 

Before the declaration of the workhouse, arrangements were made for providing 
for the infirm and lunatic persons who were at that time inmates of the establish” 
ment The infirm persons, it was decided, with the sanction of the Government, 
should be equally divided between the two .Dublin Union workhouses, to be lodged 
and maintained therein in all respects as the paupers who should be afterwards 
admitted by the respective Boards of guardians; but the expense of their mainte- 
nance was still to be defrayed, as before, out of the annual grant from Parliament. 
As regarded the lunatics, it was arranged that they should be removed to premises 
which had with the Government’s sanction, been adapted for their reception at 
Island Bridge, and be there kept and attended to as they had been previously. 

J'S&TTrr* ^l heea °r ed effect ’ and ,he several proceedings 

n *L y i , ,n i be Iie I ,ort of the Poor Law Commissioners for the year 

whtch “ d -, , , n i. <■ R T r,S ° f Mr ' Earle and Mr ' HaI1 . "PPended thereto; in 
winch also will be found many particulars relating to the history, and the then 
state of the entire institution. J 

w^ e n U w^rT f - m ° 1 w eS i < L f tlle H ° USe of Industr y which were transferred to the 
?. , !? Unton Workhouse on its opening was 332 ; the number left in the 
North Dublin Workhouse was 330 ; the number of those persons who were in 

^the vT 6 011 lhe ,2th Februar y 1842 was 134 ! the number 

Wo ^ , v T u b i“ ' f ° rkbo “ se ™ s 148. The diminution is caused partly by 
deatn, but chiefly by the individuals leaving the workhouses, probably from a dislike 
of the discipline and regularity of those establishments. 

The number of lunatics on the books of the House of Iudustrv in March 1840 

>e h rebraar y 1842 »•« 35 ( 5 ; of 99, the difference between 

455 and 356, 7 were restored to their friends, and 92 died. 

is a " enumeration of the paid officers, with their respective 
salaries and other emoluments, who were in office up to the 1 st May 1 840 : 



Governor 

Registrar, 8cc. - 

Steward, 8oc. - 

Superintendent of clothing and bedding, 
and clerk in the registrar’s office. 
Protestant chaplain - - 

Roman-catholic chaplain _ 

Physician 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Apothecary 

Assistant apothecary - 
Hospital matron - 
Sub-matron 

Superintendent of male lunatics 
Ditto - - - female - 

Housekeeper - 
Medical inspector - 
Ditto 

Superintendents of work done for the public 



£. 

400 



200 - - 
88 - - 

73 17 - 
73 17 - 
100 - - 
100 - - 



EMOLUMENTS. 



- - Residence, furnished, 
coals, and vegetables. 

- - Residence, coals, and 
vegetables. 

- - - ditto. 

Residence and coals. 

Nil. 

Residence and coals. 

•Nil. 

Residence and coals. 

- - - ditto. 

- - - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

■ - - ditto. 

- - - ditto. 

- - - ditto. 

lira. 

- - One half of the net pro- 
fit on the works. 



Li™" 115 ” 6 ”” “ d f ° Ur re = ulariy atteadin * -nreuus, 

the^toblkhm™; W f h r adrai ”‘ st f iOT ° f relief commenced in the workhouse, 
389 bhf he House of ^mlustry was modified, and, with the approbation 
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2. of Government, reduced to a scale which was considered to be commensurate with 

House of Industry, the diminished extent of the institution. The paid officers now employed arc the 
following : 



OFFICERS. 



SALARIES. 



£. s. d. 



Governor ------ 

Steward, &c. - - - - - 

Governor’s clerk - 
Superintendent of male lunatics 
Female, ditto ----- 

Protestant chaplain - 

Roman-catholic chaplain - 
Physician ------ 

Ditto ------- 

Ditto ------- 

Ditto ------- 

Apothecary ------ 

Assistant apothecary - - - - 

Medical inspector - 

Ditto ------- 

Hospital matron - 

Matron of surgical hospital - - - 

Lunatic keeper - - - - - 



300 - - 
150 - - 
80 - - 
67 1 8 

40 - - 
73 17 - 

73 17 - 
100 - - 
100 - - 
60 - - 
60 - - 
60 - - 
40 - - 
46 3 - 
46 3 - 
70 3 - 
36 - - 
33 5 - 



EMOLUMENTS. 



Nil. 

Residence and coals. 
Nil. 

^Residence and coals. 
Nil. 

Nil. 

jsa. 

j - Residence and coals. 

Jmi. 

✓Residence and coals. 



The surgical staff is on the same footing as before. 

The servants employed, previously to the declaration of the workhouse, in the 
several departments of the House of Industry, and the amount of their wages, 
were as follows : 



DEPARTMENT. 


NUMBER. 


AMOUNT OF 
WAGES. 


ALLOWANCES. 


Hardwicke Hospital 


1-5 


£. s. d. 
Ill 11 - 


| 


Whitworth ditto - 


19 


78 9 - 


All had lodging and 


Richmond ditto - - - 


17 


94 12 - 


j food, and most of them 


Dispensary - 


3 


46 4 - 


j clothing. 


General establishment 


108 


811 14 - 


J 


Totals - - - 


162 


1,142 10 - 





The servants now employed, with the amount of their wages, are as follows : 



DEPARTMENT. 


NUMBER. 


AMOUNT OF 
WAGES. 


ALLOW' ANCES. 






£. s. d. 




Hardwicke Hospital 


18 


96 4 - 




Whitworth ditto - - - : 


13 


69 7 - 


All have lodging and 


Richmond ditto - 




94 12 - 


food, and most of them 


Dispensary - 


3 


46 4 - 


have clothing. 


General establishment 


58 


433 6 - 




Totals - - - 


109 


739 13 - 





The 
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The salaries of the paid officers previously to 1st May 1840, 

amounted to 

They now amount to j 

Amount of Reduction - - - j 


£■ s, d. 
1,881 4 8 
1,436 9 8 


444 15 - 


The wages of servants previously to 1st May 1840, amounted ; 
to 

They now amount to 

Amount of Reduction - - - £. 


1,142 10 - 
739 *3 - 


402 17 - 


The Total Amount of Reduction under the heads of 
Officers and Servants, is - - - - £. 


847 12 - 



Pensions amounting annually to 213?. 11s. had been granted by Government 
to retired officers of the institution previously to May 1 840 ; and pensions amount- 
ing to 362/. 10s. (including a pension of 220 1 to the late governor) were granted 
at and after that period. The amount of pensions now payable is 576 /. 1 s. 
Gratuities amounting to 135/. were given to persons whose offices were abolished 
m May 1840. 

The fiscal arrangements with regard to the hospital, dispensary, and lunatic 
department, are the same in all respects as they were before the House of Industry 
vested in the Poor Law Commissioners ; excepting only that the monthly bill's 
and vouchers are now examined and signed by an Assistant Commissioner, instead 
of being passed by a visitor. 

The whole expense of the several parts of the establishment is defrayed by an 
annual grant from Parliament, made upon an annual estimate. A quarterly state- 
ment is forwarded by the governor, through the office of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, to the Irish Government, of the sum that will be required for the ensuing 
three months, and the day in each month on which a part of it will be wanted ; a 
monthly application is made, in the same way, for the sum which has been specified 
as requisite for that month in the quarterly statement ; and upon the monthly 
application the sum specified is placed by the Paymaster of Civil Services in the 
Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the governor of the House of Industry, whose 
cheques are payable therefrom, when countersigned by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioner resident and acting in Ireland. 

The bills for every month are submitted to the Assistant Commissioner in 
charge of the Dubl in district, and initialed by him, as are also the vouchers for the 
payment of the bills of the preceding month ; and he likewise examines the 
accounts at the end of the year, previously to their being submitted to the Audit 
Office. 

The expenses of the institution are defrayed under the management of the 
governor, assisted by the steward, the Poor Law Commissioners exercising a 
general control and supervision. The Commissioners, in fact, now perform the 
functions of the visitors, who have ceased to act ; and the affairs of the House of 
Industry are in all other respects conducted precisely as they were before the in- 
stitution vested in the Commissioners. 



The expenditure for the years ended respectively 31st March 1830. 1840, and 
1841, was as follows : 



March 1839 

— 1840 

— 1841 



£. d. 
21,117 5 7 

20,509 3 - 
*4,894 9 9 



The account for 1 841 includes the expense of maintenance of such of the 
paupers in the two Dublin workhouses as were, under the arrangement herein- 
oetore described, charged to the House of Industry. 

3 8 9 - u 2 The 
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The preceding appears to be all that is necessary for me to state in reference 
to the fiscal management of the institution, and as regards the medical manage- 
ment of the hospitals and dispensary, I beg to refer your Lordship to Mr. Phelan’s 
Report, which is hereto appended, which gives a detailed account of the action 
and present position of each. 

I have, &c. 

1 o the Right hon. Lord Eliot, (signed) Geo. Nicholls. 

&c. & c. &c. 



Mr. Phelan’s Report. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, 13 April 1842. 

I have the honour of submitting for your consideration the following Report on the state 
of the several medical institutions included in the House of Industry, having lately inspected 
them, and having carefully inquired into the nature and extent of the medical relief afforded 
by each, in pursuance of your instructions communicated to me on the 12th March last. 

Number of Medical Institutions. 

These institutions consist of the Richmond, Whitworth, and Hardwicke Hospitals, and 
the Talbot Dispensary. 

Richmond Surgical Hospital. 

The Richmond Hospital was opened for the reception of patients in 1811 . Not having 
been originally intended for that purpose, its general construction, and the size and eleva- 
tion of several of its wards, are rather defective. It, however, contains accommodation for 
120 beds, without crowding ; the dimensions of the different wards, 14 in number vary from 
a proportion of 588 to 1,438 cubic feet to each bed. 

Six surgeons attend this hospital ; one, Mr. Carmichael, is the consulting surgeon ; the 
other five, Drs. Pcile, Hulton, O’Beirne, Macdonnel, and Adams, visit their respective patients 
in it daily, and when on any occasion either is obliged to be absent, the duties arc performed 
by one of his colleagues. All are members of the Dublin College of Surgeons, and were 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 

Such patients as are considered fit objects, that is, whose cases are so serious as to require 
hospital accommodation, are admitted by the surgeons, in whose absence the house pupils 
admit serious casualties. None of the latter class of patients are ever refused, nor are the 
former, when there are vacant beds; but it* frequently occurs that fit objects, who apply 
when there are no unoccupied beds, are refused admission. The surgeons state that, on an 
average, two or three such rejections take place daily. Some of these are received on a 
subsequent application, and some, most probably, are admitted into the other Dublin hos- 
pitals ; but no data exist by which an estimate could be formed of the number of parties so 
refused, and who have been unable to get into any hospital. 

To remedy this inconvenience, the surgeons sometimes discharge patients who are not 
perfectly cured, to make room for more pressing cases. 

There is no column in the registry to show the average duration of each patient in this 
hospital ; but the entries for the last three months have been examined, and it has been 
found that each remained an average of 34 £ days during that period. 

The surgeons receive no salaries, nor any emoluments from the funds of the institution. 
Their only remuneration, independent of the character which the attendance on such an hos- 
pital ensures, consists in the fees paid by pupils, which during the last five years amounted 
to 1,997/. 16s. ; of this sum, however, they* have expended 1,177/. 18s. 4 d. on a museum 
which, for practical purposes, and for the instruction of students, is considered to be a very 
superior one. J 

The following Table exhibits the number of pupils that paid fees, the number recorded in 
the signature-books of the hospital, the amount of fees received each year, and the sum 
annually expended by the surgeons on the museum : 



YEAR. 


Number of Pupils 
paying Fees. 


Number of Pupils 
whose Names 
are entered in (he 
Signature Book. ' 


Amount of Pees. 


Sum expended on 
the Museum. 


Amount 
received by the 
Surgeons. 


1837 


61 


102 


£. s. d. 
386 16 6 


£. s. d. 
220 12 5 


£■ S. d. 
| 166 4 1 


1838 


59 


100 


409 15 - j 


270 7 1 


| 139 7 11 


1839 


66 


94 


454 4 6 


316 15 5 


137 9 1 


1840 


60 


80 


367 - - 


174 2 5 


192 17 7 


1841 


47 


64 


380 - - 


196 1 - 


j 183 19 - 


Total - 


293 


440 


1,997 16 - 


1,177 18 4 


819 17 8 



From 
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From this it appears that the net sum received annually by each surgeon during the above 
period was 27 1 . 65. 

It is stated that the attendance of pupils diminished at the other hospitals and medical 
schools in this city, and it is thought in London, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, in the same pro- 
portion as occurred here in the year 1841. 

On an average of the five years ended the 31st December last, 1,351 patients were annually 
admitted. Of the whole 4,408 were males, only 2,383 females. The total mortality was 6- 1 
per cent. ; that of the males was 5|, of the females 6§. It has varied from 7^, to which it 
amounted in 1837, to 4| in 1841, having gradually lessened in each succeeding year. 

Two pupils reside in the hospital, and act as clinical clerks to the surgeons, by whom 
they are appointed. The selection is made from their own apprentices. 

On certain fixed days all poor persons who apply at the hospital are examined by the 
surgeons, and are given such trusses as are adapted to their respective cases. This depart- 
ment is productive of much benefit. r 



House of Industry. 



Whitworth Chronic Hospital. 



The Whitworth Hospital was opened in 1818; it contains eight very excellent wards, in 
which there are 82 beds. The dimensions of these wards vary from 1,120 cubic feet to 785, 
m proportion to each bed. It is appropriated to the treatment of non-contagious medical 
cases. Daily attendance is given by Drs. Ferguson, Litton, Corrigan, and Greene ; 
when either happens to be unable to do so, one of his colleagues prescribes for his patients! 
ihc cases are selected by the physicians, or, in their absence, by the clinical clerk, who* 
resides in the hospital, and admits any of an urgent nature. The duties of the clinical clerk 
extend to the Hardwicke Hospital also ; he is appointed by the physicians, and is selected 
from the attending pupils. I am of opinion that a second clinical clerk should be appointed,' 
as one cannot possibly superintend the patients in these two hospitals. This addition will 
entail no expense on the institutions. 

Fit objects are' never refused admission except when the beds are all occupied, which often 
occurs. No record has been hitherto kept of the number of persons so refused, but from the 
21st March to the 31st, both days included, 24 patients were received, and 56 applicants 
who are said to be fit objects, were rejected, all of whom would have been admitted had’ 
there been vacant beds. The medical officers state that about one-half the fit objects who 
apply cannot be accommodated ; some of those, however, are admitted on a subsequent 
application, and it is likely that some are received into the other hospitals in this city. 

There is no column in the registry for the record of the number of days during which each 
patient remains in this hospital ; but on examining it for the three months ended the 31st of 
March last, I find that the average period was nearly 26 days. 

On an average 991 patients have been admitted into this institution during each of the five 
years ended the 31st of December last. The number of males somewhat exceeds that of the 
females ; but the total mortality of the latter was only 16 L, whilst that of the former was 18 
per cent. It appears that the mortality in this hospital was 22 § in 1837, and that it has 
gradually lessened in each year up to 1840, when it was 17 per cent., but in 1841 it onlv 
amounted to 9 a per cent. •' 

Hardwicke Fever Hospital. 



The Ilardwicke Fever Hospital was opened in 1803, and consists of two houses, which 
communicate by a grass-plot or small garden. The larger contains six wards, four of which 
are appropriated to acute cases, two to convalescents. The former ordinarily accommodate 
64 patients, the latter 16. The other house, denominated “ the Supplementary Hospital ” 
contains five wards, besides one which is used as a day-room for lunatics, and to which they 
have access by a separate passage. These five contain 64 beds. The wards of the larger 
house are spacious and well ventilated, and are admirably adapted for the purpose to which 
they are applied. The dimensions of two are in the proportion of 940 cubic feet to each bed 
or the other four 735 feet. The second house, although its wards are not so spacious, is a very 
usetu! adjunct to the former ; the dimensions of two of its wards are in the proportion of 710 
cubic feet to each bed, of one 600 feet, and of two others 498 feet. 



These two houses are exclusively appropriated to the treatment of patients labouring under 
contagious diseases, and differ from all other fever hospitals in this country, in freely 
admitting cases of small-pox, measles, scarletina, and other eruptive febrile affections which 
are generally excluded from the latter, if applying when the eruption indicates the particular 
disease under which the person labours, and that it is not fever merely. This arrangement 
is very judicious, and must be highly useful in a iarge city, in which many so affected reside 
in crowded, lll-vemuated, and confined localities and apartments. 

The physicians, or, in their absence, the clinical clerk, or the apothecary, admit all fit 
cases ; no refusals take place, unless when fever is very prevalent. On such occasions the 
beds were insufficient to accommodate all that applied, la the year 1837 the refusals were 
1,715 ; in 1838 they were 191 ; in 1839 they were only 13 ; in 1840 they reached 145 - and 
m 1841 they were none. Whether the parties so refused obtained admission into the Cork- 
street or Meath Hospitals cannot be ascertained. 
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£. The average number of patients admitted into this hospital during the five years ended 

House4f*T ndustry. the 31st of December last was 1,704. 

Of the entire number admitted 4,182 were males, 4,346 females. The total mortality was 
10 i per cent, on the average of tlic five years. In the males it was 12-1, in the females OJv. 
It amounted to 13 per cent, in 1837, and has lessened in each successive vear, beiira in 1841 
only 8 $. 

The salary of each of the two senior physicians, Drs. Ferguson and Litton, is 100/.; that 
of Drs. Corrigan and Greene 60 /. each. Neither of the four receive any other emolument 
from the funds of the institution. The three last attend the llardwicke Fever Hospital. 
Dr. Ferguson has charge of the lunatics in the House of Industry. 

An apothecary, Mr. Carey, and an assistant apothecary, Mr. Beattie, reside in the pre- 
mises. The salary of the former is 60/. per year, that of the latter 40/. Mr. Carey is 
allowed to have a limited number of apprentices. 

Patients are admitted into the Richmond, Whitworth, and Hardwicke Hospitals, without 
any recommendation. Each case is selected solely because the individual is considered to 
be so ill as to stand in need of hospital accommodation; and as the beds are seldom vacant 
beyond a day in the Richmond and Whitworth Hospitals, and as even fit and pressing 
objects are frequently refused, it can rarely, if at all, happen that the funds arc expended on 
light cases. The admissions also are entirely irrespective of the applicant’s place of resi- 
dence, on which account many of the patients are foreigners and sailors from the various 
ships in the river and harbour. These circumstances are important, as they greatly facili- 
tate the immediate admission of such as require hospital relief, and offer a guarantee that 
such only will obtain it. The total number so admitted into the three hospitals during 
these five years was 20,271, giving an average of 4,054 each year. 

It is stated that no patient has been ever excluded from want of funds, want of beds 
being the only assigned cause. 



Post-mortem, Examination. 

Post-mortem examinations are made in the Richmond Hospital in all cases in which the 
relatives make no objection, and when it is deemed useful to ascertain the cause of death, 
and the state of the organs engaged • but if the relatives be unwilling, no such examination 
is made. The physicians, in the same manner, examine in every case where practical 
information is expected to be gained for the advancement of medical science, provided that 
the friends do not object; but they refrain from doing so, particularly in the cases of 
unclaimed bodies, if no such information be expected, in order that the subject may 
remain in a fit state for the study of anatomy. 



Talbot Dispensary. 

The Talbot Dispensary is intended for that part of the city which is included in a line 
bounded by Capel-street, Bolton-street. Dorset-street, the Circular Road, at the north and 
north-west side of the city, and the River Liffey. The population of this district is about 
50,000. Dr. Greene, junior physician to the House of Industry hospitals, is the chief 
medical superintendent, assisted by Drs. Smith and Boutts, who are the medical inspectors. 
Daily attendance, except on Sundays, is given to all who are brought to the institution ; 
those who are reported to be unable to apply are visited at their respective residences. The 
extent of relief afforded, as exhibited in the following Table, is very considerable. 



TEARS. 


ATTEN 

The Abodes of 
the Patients. 


DF.D AT 

The Dispensary. 


| TOTAL. 


1837 - 


786 


7,088 


7,874 


1838 - - - 


518 


4,822 


5,340 


1839 - - 


414 | 


3,660 


4,074 


1840 - 


563 


3,091 


3,654 


1841 - 


469 


3,037 


3,506 



Parties applying for relief at this institution require no recommendation ; it is, however, 
stated by the medical officers that very few unfit objects seek for it. 
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The benefits conferred by this dispensary are highly appreciated in that quarter of the 
city, in which there is no other. The total expenditure in each of the above years is given 
in the following Table : 



YEAR. 


Cost of 
Medicines. 


Amount j 

of Salaries and ! 
Wages. 


Cost of 
Contingencies. 


TOTAL. 




£. s . d. 


£. s. d. i 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


1837 - 


137 3 3 


138 10 - 


44 14 9 


321 8 - 


1838 


124 16 8 


138 10 - 


136 8 2 


399 14 10 


1839 - 


153 8 2 


138 10 - 


67 2 11 


359 1 1 


1840 


147 1 3 


138 10 - 


45 18 3 


331 9 6 


1841 


169 11 3 


138 10 - 


28 5 5 


336 6 8 



On an average of five years the cost for each patient was 12 f d. 

Some of the senior medical officers state that the efficiency of these hospitals has con- 
siderably improved within the period alluded to, which opinion is corroborated by the 
diminished mortality in each. Some suggestions made last year by Dr. Carr and myself 
when we inspected these institutions have been adopted, it is said, with benefit. 

As these several institutions always contain a considerable number of patients who labour 
under the various medical and surgical diseases which usually affect the working and 
middle classes, supplying ample materials for affording professional information, they have 
long been used for the purposes of medical and surgical education, and are thus a means of 
conferring extensive benefits on the community at large. To assist in this, an operation' 
theatre, which was built by Government, is used as a room for clinical lectures, which are 
given by the surgeons, and by Drs. Corrigan and Greene. 1 am informed that these lectures, 
and the wards of the hospitals, are attended by a considerable number of practitioners who 
have graduated in medicine, surgery, and pharmacy, and even by many foreigner’s who are 
desirous of availing themselves of the opportunities of acquiring that practical information 
which they are here freely and gratuitously afforded, as well as by the pupils who pay 

As the provisions, clothing, &c. for the different institutions are charged under one general 
head, the separate expense of each cannot be shown. It is, for many reasons, desirable that 
the accounts be so kept that the cost of each -class of patients, and the average expense of 
each patient, should be accurately known ; and I beg leave to recommend that instructions 
be given to Mr. Alley on the subject. In the year 1841, the total cost of all these 
institutions (exclusive of the sum paid for Government paupers to the workhouse) was 
12,395/. Os. 4c/. Of this, 534/. 10s. 8 d. was expended on the Talbot Dispensary and in 
trusses, leaving as the entire charge for the three hospitals, and for the lunatics, 
11,860/. 9s. 8 d. The total annual cost incurred for each lunatic maybe estimated at 
about 12 /., which for 357 (the number in the House of Industry and at Island Bridge at 
the commencement of the year) would amount to 4,284/. But as 31 died in the course of 
the year, a sum of about 186/. may be deducted, when the cost of the three hospitals might 
be taken at 7,762/. 9s. 8<Z. for that year. 

If each fever patient be supposed to have cost 1 /. 5 s. (the mean of that which is expended 
on the same class of patients in the Cox’k-street and in the Meath Hospitals), a sum of 
6,154 /. 19s. 8 d. remains to be charged to the 2,380 patients admitted into the Richmond 
and Whitworth Hospitals, which amounts to 2/. 11s. bd. for each patient, and which appears 
to be moderate; but if 520/. 10s. lOd. for pensions, about 120/. for gratuities to discharged 
servants, and 112/. 4s. law costs (which items cannot be considered as properly chargeable 
lor medical purposes) be deducted, the cost for each patient would only amount to 
2 /. 5 s. 4 d. 

On a future occasion the expense incurred for each patient, of each class, can be accu- 
rately ascertained. 

It appears to me that when pressing cases offer, some addition may be made to the 
beds in the Hardwicke and Whitworth Hospitals. The former would, I think, admit of 
an increase of 12 beds, the latter of 16, without crowding. The expense of each patient so 
admitted would chiefly consist in the cost of food and medicines, which must be a very 
moderate sum, and for which the additional relief afforded would fully compensate. I beg 
leave to recommend that the governor be instructed to, supply a book to the physicians, and 
another to the surgeons, in which they will be expected to make entries of such articles as 
they may occasionally require, and of such communications as they may deem it necessary 
to make oil matters connected with the state of their respective departments. It is very 
necessary that such a book be kept in every large institution, but it is particularly so here, 
as the local government is vested in one individual, and as there are no rules or regulations 
for the conduct of the officers or servants of any of its departments. 

It must occasionally happen that communications will be made to the governor by the 
physicians and surgeons, of which, for obvious reasons, a record should be kept. At pre- 
sent such communications are made by letter, but it is unreasonable to expect that these 
gentlemen should be obliged to write duplicates of these letters, and it is not desirable that 
on any necessary occasion they should be obliged to refer to them, without being obliged 

3§9- B 4 to 
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House of Industry. 
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2. *0 apply to tie governor for them. This book would be a valuable document or record 

House of Industry, a 011 should be occasionally laid before your Board. To prevent abuse, each book should 
- — g lven in charge to a particular medical man, who would be expected so to keep it that 

none but the proper authorities should have access to it. 

It appears to me that some improvement may be made at a very trifling cost in the state 
of the baths and water closets in the Richmond and Whitworth Hospitals ; and as these 
'mprovemcnts, it practicable, arc very desirable, I shall point out the particular places in 
winch they require to be made to one of the Commissioners’ architects, and will inform vou 
or the result. J 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Denis Phelan, 

rra t» , M. R. C. Surgeons, London, 

lo the Poor Law Commissioners. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 
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